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of the Rights of the Peoples of Russia" issued by the Council of People's Commissars under the signature of Stalin proclaimed the ^equality and sovereignty of all the peoples of Russia" and their right to "free self-determination/' including that of "secession and the formation of an independent state" (November 2? 1917). Stalin, however, qualified this seemingly liberal doctrine by explaining that the right of secession was determined "by the concrete factors of the international situation, by the interests of the revolution" (1920). Finland was the first country to experience what the right of self-determination, as understood by Lenin and Stalin, meant in practice. On December 197 N.S., the Finnish diet proclaimed the independence of Finland, which was duly recognized by the Russian Council of People's Commissars on December 31, N.S. On January 26, N.S., however, the non-socialist Finnish government of Svinhufud was overthrown by the extreme Finnish elements assisted by the Russian Bolsheviks. There followed a period of civil war. The north of Finland was in the hands of the Finnish White forces, which supported the Svinhufud government, while the Finnish Workers' Republic controlled the south. On March 1 the Soviets concluded a treaty of "friendship and brotherhood" with the Finnish Workers' Republic, but on March 7, four days after the signature of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, the Svinhufud government made a treaty of peace with Germany.7 German troops were landed in Finland, the Red regime collapsed early in May, its leaders fled to Russia, and civil war in Finland was over.
Developments in Ukraine followed a somewhat similar pattern except that the situation was complicated by the fact that Ukraine, geographically, was situated between the Soviet state and the southern territories, where Kornilov, Alekseev, and Denikin were organizing the Volunteer Army in cooperation with the leader of the Don Cossacks, General A. M. Kaledin, and the leader of the Orenburg Cossacks,
The claims of Belorussia (White Russia) to independence were perfunctory and episodic. In August, 1917, a national Belorassian diet (Rada) of moderate political complexion was established in Minsk but was overthrown by the local Bolsheviks at the end of the year. This ephemeral regime was engulfed in the German advance in February, 1918, and the question of Bebrussian independence was temporarily closed.
TOn Feb. 1, 1918, the Soviet government introduced the western calendar; Feb. 1 became Feb. 14, and the difference between the Russian and the western calendar disappeared. Beginning with Feb. 14 all dates aie given m accordance with the western calendar. For this reform the Soviets deserve the gratitude of all students of Russian affairs.